
Wilby High School Governance Council 
 
Meeting minutes 
 
Call to Order: A council meeting of Wilby High School was held in the library media center in 
Waterbury, Connecticut, on March 11, 2020.  The meeting convened at 4 p.m.  
 
Members of the council in attendance were:  
Teachers: Dr. Eric Brummitt, Joseph Perusse, Paul Singley, Christian Imperato and Eddie Tiru  
Students: Nancy Castanon 
Parent Liaison: Gloria Thompson 
Administrators: Elizabeth Henson, assistant principal and committee chairwoman; Dr. Michelle 
Baker, principal 
Also in attendance: Mary Ann Marold, Education Liaison to Government for the City of 
Waterbury  
 
Members of the council not in attendance were:  
Teachers: Stephanie LaBonte 
Parents: Sharon McBean, Rachel Secrest, Cecia Villadro, April Wright 
Community members: Monroe Webster 
Students: Terry Anderson, Lismary Castanon, Haley Gonzalez, Mayraliz Gonzalez, Amerie 
Maysonet-Perez, Dayja Myles 
 
Approval of Minutes: Minutes of the February, 6, meeting were approved as printed and 
distributed to members of the council. 
 
Chair or Principal Reports: Chairwoman Henson greeted everyone and let them know that the 
meeting would focus on supporting student achievement to enhance the vision and mission of 
the school governance council. She had asked students in our February meeting to devise 
plans for ways to increase student engagement with their school community and create a more 
positive school climate. She introduced student Nancy Castanon, who led the charge in this 
effort. 
 
Committee reports: Miss Castanon discussed the concept of having several kindness walls 
through the building and showed a Google Slides presentation of the idea. The walls would 
have positive messages for students to read. Miss Castanon said the reason the walls would be 
a good idea is because studies have shown that depression and mental illness among teens 
across the United States is increasing. She also said that many students at Wilby do not have a 
positive support system at home and therefore need motivation throughout the school day, on 
top of what they receive from teachers, administrators and support staff at school. The hope is 
that the wall would increase self-confidence and motivate students.  
The kindness wall would look something like this:  



 

 
 
Miss Castanon also discussed a reward system for positive behavior, a safe room where 
students could go when they are feeling stressed out or just need a moment to themselves, and 
the possibility of a field day in the spring.  
 
Announcements: Collectively, we discussed Mrs. LaBonte’s annual girls empowerment day, 
which has speakers from the surrounding communities come to Wilby to discuss ways in which 
girls can be successful in their personal and educational lives in high school and beyond. 
Additionally, Mr. Singley and Mr. Tiru discussed a plan to create a gentlemen’s forum where 
teachers and speakers would discuss ways for young men to be successful in life. Student Terry 
Anderson is expected to help in this endeavor. The dates of these events were to be 
determined.  
 
Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 5:02 p.m. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
  


